64        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER
From General Butler
Aug. 17,1864
Brig. Gen. TURNER, Comd'g line of Defences
I SEND enclosed a telegram from the Lt. General Commanding for your information. Take every possible precaution and device to have the enemy watched to see if any movement is made, if at all it will be to-morrow at from six to ten o'clock & thereafter, probably. Please return telegram at your leisure. BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. GenL Comd'g.
From General Butter
Hd. Qra. Dept. Va. & N. C, in the Field, Aug. 17, '64
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd'g., etc.
WE have now on the north side of the James, Field's Division of Longstreet's Corps, Lane's and Connor's Brigades of Wil-cox's Div. of Hill's Corps, and Mahone's Div. of same Corps with Bushrod Johnson's old Brigade of Beauregard's Command.
Mahone's Div. moved across there from our front at Petersburg on Sunday night, making a long detour in order to avoid observation from my signal tower.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. GenL Comd'g.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butter
LOWELL, August 17th, '64
DEABEST: Your letter of today does not give me much encouragement that you will come. But as there are several of mine now on the way still urging, I do not yet despair. This is the time for you to come if at all, for the summer is almost over, and there never could be more reasons for your coming. I am afraid Dr. McConnick will stay away so long, and so many will be sick, you will be unwilling to give him leave to come to us. I hope you will send him if possible. It would be cheering to see him, he suggests so many things to alleviate and encourage. Harriet would be delighted, and we should all be very glad. Trebly so if you will come with him. Fisher thinks you will come. Dr. McConnick, he likes very much, and would, like the rest of us, be very glad to have his opinion of Harriet.
Today we had arranged for a picnic, all the families. We are determined with one consent not to sink down into silence and gloom, "To count the wretched minutes o'er," but to look on the